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PREVALT

Nigeria 15 a lounding member of the Alvcan Comnussion on
Fuman and People’s 1hehts (ACTIPR) and o State Party (o 1ils charter
With all due modesty one can Lay clanms o the Fact that Nigeria has been
and stll 1s on¢e of the moving forces behimd the evolution, arowth and
developments ol the ACTHIPR

But Nigeria's history has been, like those of most Alrican countrics,
very turbulent; with the Military bemg in power {or a greater number of
the years of her independence,

As you are well aware. mithitary rule has the tendency not only (o
violate the human rights of people, it also tends to frustrate human vights
msttutions both at home and abroad. But above all, military rule has (he
general tendency of promoting a culture of human rights violations amoang
Its law enforcement agencies.

Therefore, as (o be expected, arising from close to three (3) decades
ol continuous and turbulent military rule, Nigeria, its institutions and its
people should have a foretaste of the disruptions associated with military

regimes. 10 will therefore not surprise anyone that religious and ¢thnic



crises, mter-cthime war and other erises Tuelled and cncowraged by the rule
ol the military and their apologists should ntensely rock Nigeria,

However, since 1999, with the return of demoeratic rule and the
reinstatement of the rule of law, all these tendencics are mereastngly
coming under control.  The institutions of the state hitherto made
unworkable by the regimes ol the period are now mereasingly being,
reformed and made relevant (o our democratic aspirations,

[t 1s against this background that this periodic report for Nigeria
must be viewed. The last report presented in 1985 was at the carly years
ol the military rule and could not have capturcd the essence ol the
development highlighted above.  Thiy report 18 therelore presented (o
provide a correct perception of the period lcading up to 1999 We
therefore urge for a more enlightened understanding ol the social and

political environment in Nigeria in this report.

BAYO OJC (SAN)

ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF THE FEDERATION
AND MINISTER OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
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INTRODUCTION
The Federal Republic of Nigeria as a

signatory to the African Charter on Human and
Peoples' Rights, is under obligation to submit
periodic reports on the legislative and other
measures taken with a view to giving effect to the
rights and freedoms recognised and guaranteed
by the Charter in accordance with Article 62 of
the Charter.

The current report covers the Period 1993 to
2004, and is a compendium of the human and
peoples' rights situation in the various areas as
provided in the Charter.

In compiling this report inputs were made by

- the relevant agencies of government responsible

for giving effect to the human and peoples' rights
guaranteed by the Charter.
DEMOGRAPHIC SITUATION IN NIGERIA

Nigeria, with a projected population of 124

million people is a multi-ethnic and multi-cultural
society. The vast diversity of the land and people

is reflected in its landmass of 923,678 square
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kilometres and the existence of over 350 ethnic
groups with distinct languages.

The federal system of Nigeria operates three
tiers of Government - Federal, State and Local
Governments. The constitution recognises six
geo -political zones namely: North Central
(Middle belt), North East, North West, South East,
South West and South South.

BACKGROUND TO THE REPORT

Nigeria, like most African countries that
gained their independence from their colonial
masters in the 1960s, had high hopes of rapid
political and economic transformations that will
give her people the proverbial good life. Thus on
October 1, 1960 when the Nigerian flag replaced
the British Union Jack at Independence,
observers had high hopes that if Africa was going
to join the ranks of developed nations of the

world, Nigeria held the key.
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This hope was however truncated six (6)
years later when the Military struck, took over
power and precipitated a chain of events that led
to a thirty-month civil war which ended in
January, 1970.

Failure of the post-war military regimes to
midwife a return to democratic rule once again
led to another coup that brought in a new military
regime which despite terrible challenges
succeeded in enthroning a democratic
government in  1979. This democratic
government only lasted for four (4) years before
the army once again truncated democracy and
precipitated another 17 years of turbulent
military rule which was brought to an end in
1999.

In all these years of military rule, the
political and human institutions quite naturally

had to suffer very adversely in view of the fact
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that military regimes in Nigeria as elsewhere are
not known to be tolerant of freedoms of speech
and assembly. Nor are they known for the
development of human rights institutions.
Nigeria was no different. Not even the judiciary
was spared the touch of military rule because a
vibrant judiciary is an anathema to military
dictatorship of any kind.

It was therefore a credit to Nigeria that its
National Human Rights commission was set up by
a Military Regime. It is also a credit to Nigeria
that its brand of Military rule allowed for the
emergence of a coalition of civil rights Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs) that helped
other civil rights activists to campaign for the
return of civil democratic rule in Nigeria in 1999.

This prolonged military rule no doubt left its
toll on the development of social institutions in

Nigeria. Many aggrieved people and groups
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responding to the vagaries of milittary rule
started taking the laws into their hands as a way
of expressing their displeasure at the turn of
events. Others decided to act in ways that
showed they had no confidence in formal
institutions of the state charged with the
responsibility of maintaining law and order and
assuring justice.

But since 1999, the new democratic
government in Nigeria has been grappling with
these fallouts from years of military rule. It has
been strenghtening the institutions devasted by
our past experiences. It had also created new
ones to take up the challenges of the rising tide
of public expectations of democratic solutions to
all problems. It has not been easy. There are
- tensions here and there but the new democratic
experiment in Nigeria is rising up to the

challenges of each day with some success.



Some of these successes are well known to
the outside world. Take the Human Rights
Violations Investigation Commission (HRVIC). It
was created by this present dispensation in the
realization that the years of military rule must
have brutalized and traumatized Nigerians so
much so that the best way to prevent a
reoccurence was to ensure that it got talked
about. Although the report of the Commission
(also known as Oputa Panel named after the
judge who headed it) was stopped by a court
order, it nevertheless served the purpose of
bringing to the public domain the actors and
actions in the infamous military melo-drama. We
think that the lessons are not lost on Nigerians.

In order also to stem the rising waves of
crimes that followed this prolonged period of
military rule, the democratic government in

Nigeria has reformed and strenghtened the
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judiciary so that it can clear the congestion in
courts and Prisons occassioned by the
experiences of our recent past.

In order also to address the issue of
corruption in Nigeria, the Government has also
created two institutions. The first is the
Independent Corrupt Practices Investigation
Commission (ICPC) to deal with official
corruption. The other is the Economic and
Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) which has
been waging a relentless war on Advanced Fee
fraud (aka 419) and other crimes of economic
sabotage. The government has in addition
streghtened the national Drug Law enforcement
Agency (NDLEA) which fights drug trafficking and
sale both inside the country and across its
borders and the National Agency for Foods and
Drugs Administration and Control (NAFDAC)

which fights fake pharmaceutical drugs and
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prosecutes jts Mmanaufacturers. AJJ these are
evidence of institutional developments aimed at
containing the hicupps arising from these long
years of military rule,

For now the Nigerian state upholds human
rights and tries to provide legal remedies to ali
those who may suffer injusrr'cje one way or the
other. It is also in the proces of reforming the
agencies of the Criminal Justice system,
especially the Police force and the prisons to
enable them serve the best interest of Justice in
the new democratic Nigeria. It has also
strenghtened the legal Aid Council so that
indegent Nigerians can have legal representation,
The Nigerian Government has also streghtened
the Public Complaints Commission to enable jt
settle complaints associated with work-place and

other conflicts. The regime is just sjx (6) years



old. But we feel that before [long all these
hicupps could have been eliminated totally.

As a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural and multi-
religion country, Nigeria is the world’s most
populous black nation. It is only reasonable to
expect that the length of time the country was
under military rule would have had some effects
on its human rights institutions and by
implication its people. But the new democratic
Government in Nigeria has been building and
reconstructing these institutions since 1999. And
there is hope that in not too distant future it will
not be business as usual in Nigeria.

HUMAN RIGHTS INSTRUMENTS RATIFIED BY
- NIGERIA

Nigeria is in the forefront of human rights

promotion and protection not only in Nigeria but
also in Africa. To this end certain human rights
treaties have been ratified. The African Charter

on Human and Peoples’ Rights have been

13



domesticated as part and parcel of our national
laws.
Other Human Rights treaties ratified by
Nigeria include:
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of
the Child
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and
Children, Supplementing the United Nations
Convention Against Transnational Organised
Crime.
Convention on the Eradication of All Forms of
Child Labour
Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment
- The Child Rights Act has been enacted into
Law by Nigeria to protect the rights of the

child.

- United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child.

- Protocol - African Union Protocol on the

rights of Women in Africa.
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The Optional on CEDAW.

The Optional Protocol on Sale of Children.

United Nations Convention on Economiic,

Social and Cultural Rights.

United Nations Convention on Civil and

Political Rights

The Bill to domesticate the convention on the
lemimination of all forms of discrimination
against women is before the National Assembly

for enactment.

THE NIGERIAN CONSTITUTION

The Constitution of the Federal Republic of

Nigeria 1999 has provided adequately for the
protection and promotion of human rights of the
citizens. Charter IV of the Constitution contains a
comprehensive list of human rights provisions
which are as follows: right to life, right to dignity
of human person, right to personal liberty, right
to fair hearing, right to private and family life,

right to freedom of thought, conscience and

religion, right to freedom of expression and the

press, right to peaceful assembly and association,

right to freedom of movement, right to freedom
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from discrimination, right to acquire and own

immovable property anywhere in Nigeria.

NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

The Nigerian Government established the

National Human Rights Commission under the

National Human Rights Commission Act.

The functions of the Commission as contained in

section 5 of the NHRC Act are:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

To deal with all matters relating to the
protection of Human Rights as guaranteed by
the  constitution and other international
human rights instruments;

To monitor and investigate all alleged cases
of Human Rights violations in Nigeria and
make appropriate recommendations to the
Federal Government;

To assist victims of human rights violations
and seek appropriate redress and remedies
on their behalf;

To undertake studies of all matters

pertaining to Human Rights and assist the
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